
ES 94102 – Human Nature: Introduction to Environmental and Sustainability Studies 
(Environmental Studies: Social Perspectives) 

 
Meeting Times: Tuesday 11:00 AM-1:45 PM      Robinson Hall 306 
 
Jordan P. Howell, PhD        howellj@rowan.edu 
Office hours: by appointment       Robinson Hall 315L 
 
Texts and Materials 

• Kline, Benjamin. 2011. First Along the River: A Brief History of the US Environmental Movement, 4th ed. 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. 

• Paul Hawken, 2010. The Ecology of Commerce Revised Edition: A Declaration of Sustainability. New 
York: HarperBusiness. 

• Other readings will be distributed electronically. 
• Recommended: Nash, Roderick F. 1989. American Environmentalism: Readings In Conservation History, 3rd 

edition. McGraw-Hill Pub. [selected readings will be available electronically through Blackboard, but inexpensive 
hard copies are readily available too if you prefer to have a physical book]. 

• Recommended: Laws, John Muir. 2016. The Laws Guide to Nature Drawing and Journaling. Heyday Publishers 
• Recommended: Art & journaling supplies as you see fit to complete the Nature Journaling assignments. 

 
Course Description from Rowan Catalogue 
“This course examines relationships between human society and the natural environments that sustain our lives. 
Embracing an interdisciplinary perspective, this course offers students a foundation in the exciting field of environmental 
and sustainability studies. 3.000 Credit hours” 
 
Course Learning Outcomes 
A course description can be useful, but it doesn’t always address the purpose of the course. Sometimes students (and 
professors) get frustrated when they feel like they don’t know what the purposes of a course are or why they are doing 
what they are doing in a course. I want to avoid this by letting you know, right away, what the general goals of this course 
are: 

• Appreciate the diversity of attitudes toward the human-environment relationship and variety of approaches to 
defining and addressing environmental problems. 

• Understand trends in human-environment relationships and be able to locate their origins in various philosophical, 
material, and scientific paradigms. 

• Develop critical analysis and communication skills (both written and verbal), including communication in digital 
environments. 

• Develop confidence in ability to locate and critically evaluate source materials.  
 
Specific Learning Objectives 
Learning outcomes shape the overall form and content of the course. But let’s be more specific: At the end of the 
semester, you will be able to: 

• Formulate and communicate your own personal environmental philosophy, integrating aspects of course topics. 
• Discuss the role of scientific knowledge/technology in defining and addressing environmental problems. 
• Draw clear links between political-economic systems and environmental degradation at multiple spatial scales. 
• Identify and evaluate questions of environmental justice. 
• Qualitatively evaluate the efficacy of various regulatory and other political-economic models for addressing 

environmental problems. 
 
Course Organization and Tentative Schedule 
At Rowan, class sizes are typically smaller than those at other public universities. This gives us a chance to get to know 
one another and opens up opportunities for discussion and collaboration. Instead of listening to me lecture the whole time, 
we will build our understandings of course topics individually and collaboratively through a variety of activities. If you 
don’t want to participate in these sorts of activities this may not be the course for you. 
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** next to something means bring a laptop or other research-capable device to class! 
 

 

Week 1st part of class 2nd part of class Readings DUE Assignments DUE 

1 (9/3) Welcome to 
HNIESS!! 

 

Some basic enviro 
science; and What is 

Environmental Studies? 
 

--- --- 

2 
(9/10) 

Environmental History 
and early American 

Environmental History 

Religion and the 
environment** 

 

Nash: ‘Chronology’, ‘The 
Potential of Environmental 
History’, selected readings 

Kline: chs. 1-3 
Laws: Introduction and skim 

 

“Motivations for Taking this 
Course” SWA 

3 
(9/17) 

 

“Lenape Perspectives on Environmental 
Leadership” Event 

 

Nash: selected readings 
Kline: chapter 4 “Wilderness and Society” SWA 

4 
(9/24) 

 

Pre-Progressive Am. 
Enviro. Hist + 

National Parks!  
 

Conservation vs. 
Preservation 

 

Nash: selected readings 
Kline: chapter 5 

 

“Conservation and Democracy” 
SWA 

5 
(10/1) 

Shifts in 
Environmental 

Concern  

The ‘Population Bomb’ 
and Environmental 

Communication 

 

Nash: selected readings 
Kline: chs. 6-7 

Article on Blackboard about 
environmental movements 

 

Nature Journal 1 

6 
(10/8) 

 

Environmental Movements and Philosophies 
Group Presentation 

 

 

--- 
 

 

Group Assignment 1 write-up 
 

7 
(10/15) Economic Growth and Environmental Change 

 

Hawken: Intro, 1-2 
Article on Blackboard 

“Capitalism in Motion” 
 

“Fundamental Causes of the 
Environmental Crisis” SWA 

8 
(10/22) 

Screening of King 
Corn 

Are capitalism and 
environmental protection 

compatible? 

 

Hawken: chs. 3-5 
 

Nature Journal 2&3 

9 
(10/29) 

Tools for 
environmental 
policymaking 

US Federal Responses to 
Pollution** 

 

Hawken: chs. 6-8 
Kline: chapter 8 

Article on Blackboard “Cost-
Benefit Analysis” 

 

“Where Does Pollution Come 
From?” SWA 

 

10 
(11/5) 

 

Policymaking Idea to Solve an Environmental 
Problem Group Presentation 

 

--- Group Assignment 2 write-up 
 

11 
(11/12) 

 

What is ‘Sustainability’? Sustainability vs.  
Sustainable Development vs. Resilience 

 

Hawken: chs. 9-10 
 

“How Much Power Should 
Government Have?” SWA 

 

12 
(11/19) 

Screening of Clean 
Bin Project 

 

The “Sustainable 
Development Goals 

(SDGs)” 
 

Review SDG materials online 
“Sustainable Capitalism: Myth 

or Reality?” SWA 
 

13 
(11/26) 

Measuring 
Sustainability(?) 

Developing 
Sustainability Metrics** 

 

Kline: chapters 9-11 
Articles on Blackboard about 

Sustainability Indicators 
 

--- 

14 
(12/3) 

Sustainability at Rowan** and 
Environment/Sustainability Careers 

Article on Blackboard about 
sustainability, development, 

resilience 

 

“Evaluating Sustainability 
Plans” SWA 

Nature Journal 4, 5 & 6 
 

15 
(12/10) 

 

Business Idea to Solve an Environmental Problem 
Group Presentation 

 

--- Group Assignment 3 write-up 

 

Finals 
Week 

 

Your Personal Environmental History & Philosophy assignment will be due by 5:00 pm of the day of the exam period. I 
will give you an exact date as we get closer.  
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Class Etiquette (adapted from Dr. Lesley Rigg) 
Students are entitled to and deserve respect, courtesy and tolerance, regardless of their race, background, 
religious affiliation, gender, sexual orientation, disability or any other perceived difference. Likewise, faculty, 
staff and fellow students deserve the same treatment. Therefore, within this class community, regardless of the 
mode of communication, every effort will be made to create a safe haven for diverse thoughts and 
communication. For more information, see the University “Classroom Behavior Policy and Procedures” 
document on the Provost’s website. 
 
Course Policies 

• Attendance policy: I take attendance as a means of tracking participation. You do not earn points simply 
for being in class! If you are unable to attend class for some reason, let me know ahead of time (if you 
can). Also please know that I will not post notes or lectures online; that it is your responsibility to track 
down notes and the details of in-class activities and discussions from a classmate; and that even if you 
miss a class you still need to complete the readings assigned for the day and turn in any assignments due 
that day. Please arrive to class on-time. If you are late for some reason please come in quietly and 
don’t disrupt the class. The University’s attendance policy is available on the Provost’s website. 

 

• Cheating and Plagiarism: Don’t do either of these; it is a waste of your time, a waste of my time, and 
extremely disrespectful to me and your classmates. It may also get you into serious trouble with the 
University. We will discuss academic integrity in class. In instances where it is clear the work submitted 
was not your own, you may lose points or receive a zero grade for the assignment. In the meantime, be 
sure to read the full University policy on ‘Academic Integrity’. 

 

• Computers and mobile devices: We may use these in in class to complete an assignment or activity, and 
many of you may use these items to take notes. That is OK with me, but don’t distract yourself or others 
from the material and interactions of the actual course meeting. At any rate, this course represents just a 
few hours a week where you should take a break from txting, fb, the twittersphere, snapchat, etc – it’s 
good to take a break every so often. Also I will adhere to the university policy: “The use of laptop or 
notebook microcomputers and other mobile electronic devices for classroom activities is allowed at the 
discretion of the instructor or in the case of a documented disability. The use of such electronic devices 
should not be a distraction to other students or the instructor. Students are expected to use electronic 
devices only as part of ongoing class activities. If an instructor believes the use of electronic devices is 
detrimental to the learning environment or gives any student an unfair advantage, then the instructor 
may prohibit their use at any time. Also, the use of any device for purposes of audio or video recording 
may occur only with the prior approval of the instructor.” 
 

• E-Mail Policy: No doubt, email is the best way to reach me. I will do my absolute best to respond to 
your emails within 24 hours, though I cannot make any guarantees. You can help me answer your 
email by adhering to the following sample: 

 

Subject: Question about Assignment/Issue 
 

Greetings/Hey/Dear Professor/Jordan/dude, 
 

I was hoping for clarification about this specific issue. I understand parts X and Y, but part Z is 
really making me confused. Should I think about it according to A, or is B a better approach? 
Also, I’m not quite sure when the assignment is due – it doesn’t say on the page, and I don’t 
believe you mentioned it in class. 

 

Thanks/Sincerely/Peace out, 
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First Name Last Name 
Name of the class you’re in 

 

If, instead, you send me an email with no subject, don’t have a specific question (for instance, “What are 
we supposed to do for this?” is a horrible question to ask your professors via email), don’t include your 
name, or the formalities of human communication (greeting, parting words), that gets really annoying, 
really fast, and it takes me longer to respond and I may not actually be answering the question you want 
answered anyway!!! 
 

• Late assignments: Assignments are due as noted on the syllabus – so, turn them in on time! Assignments 
are due at the start of class either in hard copy or electronically, as directed in the assignment. Late 
assignments are not accepted without a university-approved excuse. 

 

• Readings: I will post any non-textbook reading assignments online with enough time for you to 
complete them before we discuss them in class. I will also try to mention, in class, what is due for the 
next course meeting. If the readings are not from the assigned texts, then I will make them available 
electronically. Readings are to be completed before class meetings. Please note that while we may not 
discuss all aspects of a given reading in class, you are responsible for all assigned readings for exams, 
including any information from charts, maps, and other graphics. 

 

• Special accommodations for religious observances: From the University policy on attendance, “Rowan 
respects the diversity of faiths and spiritual practices in the university community. Students who wish to 
observe religious holidays which occur when classes are scheduled must inform their instructors before 
the fact, and preferably within the first two weeks of each semester, even when the exact date of the 
holiday will not be known until later. Students who make such arrangements will not be required to 
attend classes or take examinations on the designated days, and faculty must provide reasonable 
opportunities for students to make up missed work and examinations.” I am happy to abide by this, but 
please help me out with specific dates and information; I may not be familiar with all of the important 
observances in your faith life! 

 

• Students with accommodations from Disability Resources: From of the Office of Student Affairs, 
“Students requiring accommodations should contact the Disability Resources office upon receiving an 
acceptance letter or when a disability is identified.” You can access more information here from the 
Office of Disability Resources.  
 

Everyone is welcome in the University.  
I am happy to work with you. 

 
Assignment Breakdown 

1. Group Presentation & Write-up Projects: 150 points (50 points each) 
a. Environmental Movements & Philosophies 
b. Policymaking Idea to Solve an Environmental Problem 
c. Business Idea to Solve an Environmental Problem 

2. Nature Journaling: 90 points (15 points each) 
3. Attendance & Write-Up of Environmental Event / Activity: 45 points (15 points each) 
4. Online discussion: 45 points (5 points each; 14 available to complete) 
5. Personal Environmental History & Philosophy Writing Assignment: 50 points 
6. Short writing assignments: 70 points (10 points each; 8 available to complete) 
7. Class Discussion and Activity Participation: 50 points 
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a. As mentioned earlier, this course involves significant discussion as well as individual and 
collaborative activities. I will make a note of your participation in class discussion as well as 
discussions within the groups you are working with. You are expected to be actively engaged in 
every class meeting. Your participation score can go up or down over the course of the semester. 
If you have questions, ask me! 

 
 
 

Grading Scale 
100 – 90%  A, A- 
89 – 80%  B+, B, B- 
79 – 70%  C+, C, C-    
69 – 60%  D+, D, D- 
59 – 0%  F 
 

Your grades will be updated regularly on Blackboard. You can earn a maximum of 500 points in the course. 
Extra credit points, if any, would be added to your overall points at the end of the semester. 
 
 
 

Some Advice and Final Words: 
• The single best way to succeed in this course is to attend each class meeting, fully prepared and ready to 

participate. It is also the best way to really ‘get something’ out of the course. 
• Don’t approach your college education as a transaction, where you pay money and time to get grades 

and a degree. The journey is just as important as the destination. ENGAGE with your interests and the 
people surrounding you! 

• Did you know? In a 2013 survey of 318 employers, a strong consensus emerged that capacities like 
critical thinking and project management skills that cut across all majors are more critical to career 
success than a student’s choice of major…you can learn something valuable for your future career in 
any and all classes you take! (AACU, What Do Employers Want from College Graduates?) 


