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1. MURP Program Overview 
 
1.1. Program Information 
Urban and Regional Planning (planning) is a collaborative and dynamic field that helps determine how 
communities will grow and adjust to change. It identifies current problems, analyzes trends, engages community 
members in dialogue about goals and issues, and sets the framework for growth and change. Planning 
professionals help government officials and citizens create communities that offer better choices of where and 
how people work and live. A plan can be developed in a variety of forms, e.g., a community vision and goals, 
community action, policy recommendations, regulatory and incentive strategies, historic preservation, 
redevelopment, smart growth, economic development, and disaster preparedness. 
 
The M.S. in Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) program at Rowan University provides students with a 
pathway into a growing profession that directly impacts the development of communities. Planners are problem 
solvers who utilize a variety of skill sets to help communities, from the smallest towns and neighborhoods to the 
largest cities and regions. Our curriculum is aligned with national planning education standards, providing core 
skills in environmental and sustainability planning, research and communication methods, law & justice, food 
systems planning, digital mapping and spatial analysis using GIS, and environmental studies. Combining theory, 
case studies, and applied skill-building enables our students to ask the right questions, analyze problems, and 
contribute to the solutions that are needed in countless communities in New Jersey and across the country. 
 
1.2. Contact Information 
 
Program Director* 
Mahbubur Meenar, Ph.D. (he/him) 
Associate Professor, Geography, Planning, and Sustainability 
Discovery Hall, Room 126 | meenar@rowan.edu 
 

*Please contact the program director for academic advising. 
 
Program and Student Services Advisor** 
Talia Musero, MA, CCSP (she/her) 
Graduate Student Services | musero@rowan.edu | Globalstudent@rowan.edu 
 

**After you have matriculated, please contact Graduate Student Services (GSS) for assistance with 
course registration, connecting to campus resources, clarifying program requirements, and connecting 
with your academic advisor or other university offices to ensure you feel informed and supported 
throughout your studies. 

 
Additional Points of Contact*** 
Zachary Christman, Ph.D. (he/him) 
Department Chair and Professor, Geography, Planning, and Sustainability 
Discovery Hall, Room 223 | christmanz@rowan.edu 
 

***Please contact the department chair if you cannot reach the program director. 
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2. MURP Degree Requirements 
 
The MURP program is a full-time or part-time program offered in a mostly face-to-face format on our 
Glassboro, NJ campus. It requires the completion of 46 graduate semester hours (14 courses), including 31 
s.h. required and 15 s.h. electives, which are possible to complete in four consecutive semesters.  
 
2.1. Minimum Satisfactory Academic Progress 
The MURP program is a Category 1 program. To maintain Minimum Satisfactory Academic Progress in and to 
successfully graduate from a Category 1 program, students must: 

●​ Earn no more than two total “B-” grades 
●​ Earn no grades lower than a “B-” 
●​ Earn an official cumulative GPA (according to matriculation level) of at least 3.0 on Rowan’s 4.0 scale 

 
2.2. Study Plan1 

Year 1 – Fall Semester 
Courses S.H. 
Core: PLAN 31580 – Introduction to Planning: Past, Present, and Future 3 
Core: PLAN 31686 – Community Planning, Engagement, and Design 3 
Core: PLAN 31590 – Research Methods in Planning 3 
Elective: (recommended GEOG 16560 Digital Earth/formerly Intro to Mapping & GIS) 3 

 
Year 1 – Spring Semester 

Courses S.H. 
Core: PLAN 31589 – Environmental and Sustainability Planning 3 
Core: GEOG 31660 – Fundamentals of Geographic Information Systems 4 
Elective (Please consult with the Program Director) 4 
Elective (Please consult with the Program Director) 3 

 
Year 2 – Fall Semester 

Courses S.H. 
Core: PLAN 31593 – Planning Communication 3 
Core: GEOG 16661 – Geovisualization 3 
Elective (Please consult with the Program Director) 3 
Elective (Please consult with the Program Director) 3 

 
Year 2 – Spring Semester 

Courses S.H. 
Core: PLAN 31895 – Planning Studio 6 
Core: PLAN 31685 – Planning, Practice, Law, and Ethics 3 
Elective (Please consult with the Program Director) 3 

1 This is a suggested study plan. The course sequence may be adjusted based on departmental or student needs. 
Additionally, students in the Advanced Dual Degree program, transfer students, and part-time students may need to 
follow a different sequence. They will work with the program advisor to customize their sequence. 
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2.3. Approved Elective Course Bank 
The following approved elective courses are offered through the GPS department and should be selected 
strategically in consultation with the program advisor to advance the student’s professional interests. 
 
PLAN 31507​ Transportation Planning and Policy (3 s.h.) 
PLAN 31513​ Urban Policy: From Global City to Local Reality (3 s.h.) 
PLAN 31540​ Advanced Historic Preservation (3 s.h.) 
PLAN 31587​ Graduate Seminar in Food Systems Planning (3 s.h.) 
GEOG 16550​ Selected Topics in Geography, Planning, and Sustainability (3 s.h.) 
GEOG 16555​ Introduction to Qualitative Methods for Planners and Policy Makers (3 s.h.) 
GEOG 16560​ Digital Earth (Formerly Introduction to Mapping and GIS) (3 s.h.)* 
GEOG 16561​ Cartography (3 s.h.)** 
GEOG 16562​ Web-Based GIS Mapping Geography  (3 s.h.)** 
GEOG 16565​ Applications of Geographic Information Systems (3 s.h.)** 
GEOG 16575​ Remote Sensing of Environment (3 s.h.)** 
GEOG 16591​ Independent Study in Geography (3 s.h.) 
GEOG 16670​ Drones, Planes, and Satellites (3 s.h.)**t  
ENST 94501​ Sustainable Commerce (3 s.h.)*** 
ENST 94502​ Sustainability Assessment​ (3 s.h.)*** 
ENST 94503​ Perspectives on Environmental Regulation, Policy, and Law​ (3 s.h.)*** 
ENST 94504​ Topics in Sustainability Innovation and Problem Solving (3 s.h.)*** 
 
*Students who have not had prior professional work experience or academic coursework in GIS must take the 
foundational course GEOG 16560 before being permitted to take the required course GEOG 31660. 
**Completing one of these courses as a program elective will allow the student to complete a separate Certificate of 
Graduate Studies in Geospatial Science & Methods while simultaneously fulfilling elective requirements for the MURP 
program. 
***Completing any three of these courses as program electives will allow the student to complete a separate 
Certificate of Graduate Studies in Sustainability Studies while simultaneously fulfilling elective requirements for the 
MURP program. 
 
The following elective courses are offered through other departments at Rowan University and should be 
selected strategically in consultation with the program director to advance the student’s professional interests. 
 
EDPA 02510​ Introduction to Policy Analysis (3 s.h.) 
MAPR 01541​ Understanding and Writing Grants and Proposals (3 s.h.) 
MIS 02525​ Project Management Credits (3 s.h.) 
MIS 02538​ Database Design (3 s.h.) 
SOC 08599​ Urban Environmental Health (3 s.h.) 
SOC 08600​ Social Experience of City Life and Urban Inequalities (3 s.h.) 
SOC 08575​ Social Determinants of Health: Theory and Intervention in Urban Settings (3 s.h.) 
SOC 08578​ Critical Race Theory: Application and Intervention (3 s.h.) 
 
Note: All the courses listed in this document may or may not be available every semester. For an official list of 
available courses, please visit the Rowan Global Section Tally. 
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3. MURP Admission Requirements and Application Deadlines 
 
For the latest information, admission requirements, and to apply to the MURP program online, please visit the 
MS in Urban and Regional Planning Program Application Portal. 
 
The MURP program application deadlines are as follows: 
 
To start your program in Summer, apply by April 1 of that year 
To start your program in Fall, apply by July 1 of that year 
To start your program in Spring, apply by November 1 of the previous calendar year 
 
Guidelines for New Applicants 
To learn how to write a professional résumé and a competitive personal statement, please visit this webpage. 
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4. Certificate of Graduate Study in Urban and Regional Planning 
 
The Certificate of Graduate Study (COGS) introduces students to the theory and practice of urban and regional 
planning. Students will survey the discipline’s history and major theoretical advancements before achieving an 
in-depth understanding of environmental and community planning practices. Students will also learn the major 
regulatory frameworks operating in the State of New Jersey, as well as nationally recognized ethical principles to 
guide a successful career in planning. 
 
Declaration Requirements: Students must have completed a bachelor’s degree in any field from an accredited 
college or university. 
 
Note: This COGS applies to matriculated and non-matriculated students who are not enrolled in the MURP 
program. 
 
Program Requirements 
 
Required Courses: Students must take three of the four courses below. 
 
PLAN 31580​ Introduction to Planning: Past, Present, and Future (3 s.h.) 
PLAN 31589​ Environment and Sustainability Planning (3 s.h.) 
PLAN 31685​ Planning Practice, Law, and Ethics (3 s.h.) 
PLAN 31686​ Community Planning, Engagement, and Design (3 s.h.) 
 
Total Required Credits for the Program: 9 s.h. 
 
Coordinator 
 
Mahbubur Meenar, Ph.D. (he/him) 
Associate Professor, Geography, Planning, and Sustainability 
Discovery Hall, Room 126 | meenar@rowan.edu 
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5. Accelerated Dual Degrees 
 
Accelerated Dual Degree programs (ADDs) combine a Rowan University undergraduate degree with a 
graduate-level degree. Students typically work on an accelerated track and are also permitted to double-count up 
to 12 s.h./credits toward both degrees and pay the undergraduate rate for those 12 credits, saving students both 
time and money as they work toward their educational goals. 
 
ADD programs tied to the MURP program 
The Department of Geography, Planning, and Sustainability offers the following ADD programs tied to the 
MURP program. 
 
BS Community & Environmental Planning and MURP 
BA Geography and MURP 
BS Geographic Information Science and MURP 
 
Coordinator 
 
Megan Bucknum, MUEP (she/her) 
Associate Teaching Professor, Geography, Planning, and Sustainability 
Discovery Hall, Room 130 | bucknum@rowan.edu  
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6. MURP Policies 
 
The following policies were adopted by the MURP committee2 on April 4, 2024. These policies will be revisited 
in Spring 2026. 
 

●​ Policy on elective courses  
●​ Policy on independent studies 
●​ Course substitution policy 

 
6.1. Policy on Elective Courses 
This policy pertains to students matriculating in the MURP program as a new graduate student, not transfer 
students or Advanced Dual Degree (ADD) students. The MURP curriculum comprises nine (9) required 
courses totaling 31 credit hours. Additionally, students are required to complete five (5) elective courses 
equivalent to 15 credit hours. An approved list of elective courses, offered by either the GPS department or other 
departments, is accessible on the program's website: 
https://global.rowan.edu/programs/ms-in-urban-and-regional-planning.html. 
 
Students are permitted to enroll in one (1) elective course (3 credits) not included in the approved list. To do so, 
students must complete the "Request for Approval to Take an Elective Course Not Listed in the Program" form 
and submit it to the Program Director at least 30 days before the start of the registration period for the following 
semester. The MURP committee will review the form and communicate its decision to the student. 
Link to the form: Request for Approval to Take an Elective Course Not Listed in the Program 
 
6.2. Policy on Independent Studies 
This policy pertains to students matriculating in the MURP program as a new graduate student, not transfer 
students or Advanced Dual Degree (ADD) students. Students are allowed to take one (1) Independent Study 
equivalent to 3 credit hours. The independent study must be initiated by a full-time faculty member within the 
GPS department. The faculty member intending to supervise an independent study should initiate contact with 
the department chairperson and the MURP program director to discuss the feasibility of offering an 
independent study for a specific semester. This process must commence at least 30 days before registration opens 
for the term in which the independent study is to occur. The faculty member is required to provide the 
following information: 
 

●​ Faculty Advisor Name: 
●​ Student Name: 
●​ Independent Study Title: 
●​ 1-Paragraph Description: 
●​ Significance of the study in the Planning discipline: 
●​ Outputs: 
●​ Rationale (benefits accruing to the student from this study): 

 

2 The MURP Committee consists of full-time faculty members in the Department of Geography, Planning, and 
Sustainability who teach required courses in the MURP program. 
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The department chairperson and MURP program director will evaluate the request, consider other electives 
being offered in that semester, and take into account students' academic and professional interests. The 
chairperson will communicate their decision to the faculty member rather than directly to the student.  
 
Upon completion of the independent study, the student is required to submit the final deliverable (usually a 
paper or report) to the independent study advisor and the MURP Committee members. Depending on the 
significance of the topic and the quality of the work, the student may be invited to deliver a presentation in a 
class or at an event. 
 
Because Independent Study is listed within the approved program electives, students may complete both an 
independent study and take an elective course not listed in the program, provided both requests successfully go 
through the processes explained above.  
 
6.3. Special Policy for Transfer Students 
Students who have completed graduate credits elsewhere before being admitted to the MURP may apply to the 
MURP Program Director to have up to 12 credits transferred into the MURP. Students seeking to transfer 
credits must complete the form linked here and supply to the Program Director and the Department 
Chairperson all required documentation as noted on the form. Credit may be given for courses in which the 
content is directly connected to existing MURP courses. Transferred course credits count as substitutions for 
the existing curriculum. Thus, students transferring the full 12 credits into the program from another university 
are not eligible to substitute any other courses for elective or core requirements. However, if a transfer student 
receives less than 12 s.h. of transfer credit, they may utilize the policy on elective courses and independent study 
credits. A transfer student is not permitted to complete all 15 sh of electives via a combination of transfer credit, 
course substitution, and/or independent study. All transfer students must take at least one elective course from 
the list of approved departmental electives.   
 
6.4. Course Substitution Policy 

●​ For Advanced Dual Degree (ADD) students 
●​ For students who completed their undergraduate degree in the GPS Department and are returning for 

the MURP Program 
 
Undergraduate students who are admitted to the ADD program, or students who return to the GPS 
Department after completing their undergraduate degree in the Department, may have taken content at the 
undergraduate level that is duplicated at the graduate level.  In this circumstance, the student and advisor will 
determine a plan to avoid duplication of content at an initial advising meeting. 
 
NOTE: While in some instances the same topical areas may be offered at the undergraduate and graduate levels, the 
depth, breadth, and rigor of engagement are greater at the graduate level.  Undergraduate and graduate courses, 
despite representing similar content areas or having similar names, are not equivalent even if cross-listed. 
 
The student, alongside the undergraduate advisor and the graduate program director, will review the student’s 
academic record and propose a course of study for their accelerated dual degree completion.  If the student has 
taken any of the undergraduate courses that are topically equivalent to any core courses in the graduate program 
(which all students must take, such as GEOG 31660 “Fundamentals of GIS”), the advisor and the student will 
identify appropriate substitutions from courses offered within the Department of Geography, Planning, and 
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Sustainability.  The student will receive a written list of substitutions for the core courses.  Students may elect to 
take the course for which content is duplicated if they so choose; there is nothing prohibiting that choice.  
Students should consider their preferred timeline and course availability when choosing a possible course 
substitution.  The ADD program is sometimes referred to as a 4+1 program. However, students will complete 
the MS in 1 additional year only if they take 15 hours during the fall and spring semesters in the graduate 
program, and at least 1 summer course.  
 
Students are expected to select elective courses that do not duplicate undergraduate content, and substitutions 
will not be provided for electives.  
 
If a student has taken GEOG 16260 Fundamentals of GIS (4 s.h.) while an undergraduate student, and a 3 s.h. 
substitute is identified for the core graduate course GEOG 31660 Fundamentals of GIS (4 s.h.), the student will 
need to complete 1 additional sh to achieve the full 46 s.h. required of the MS degree.  In this circumstance, 
students will take a 1 s.h. independent study under the guidance of a full-time faculty member in the 
Department of Geography, Planning, & Sustainability (note: this 1 s.h. independent study is exempted from the 
one 3 s.h. independent study course allowed in the MURP program).  The 1 s.h. independent study may be 
academic, applied, or administrative as determined by the sponsoring faculty.    
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7. Resources 
 
Use this page as a quick reference to build your personal library, support your coursework, stay professionally 
connected, and guide your career progression. New resources will emerge each year, so revisit and update your 
list as you advance in the program. 
 
7.1. Introductory Readings in Planning 
This section points you toward foundational texts, influential journals, and dynamic online content in the 
planning field. These resources help build your theoretical grounding, connect you to current research, and keep 
you engaged with the practice of planning. Start with these easy reads: 

●​ What is planning? Why do communities need planners? https://www.planning.org/aboutplanning/ 
●​ Planning history timeline: https://www.planning.org/timeline. 

 
Books​
These are just a few seminal works in urban and regional planning that have shaped the field; reading them will 
give you a strong conceptual base. 

●​ The Death and Life of Great American Cities by Jane Jacobs (1961) – A classic critique of 
redevelopment and modernist planning ideology. 

●​ The City in History: Its Origins, Its Transformations, and Its Prospects by Lewis Mumford (1961) – A 
sweeping historical and analytical look at cities over time. 

●​ A Pattern Language: Towns, Buildings, Construction by Christopher Alexander (1977) – Influential text 
linking built form, place-making, and human experience. 

●​ Happy City: Transforming Our Lives Through Urban Design by Charles Montgomery (2013) – Makes 
the link between urban design, well-being and everyday life. 

●​ For a comprehensive list, “100 Essential Books of Planning” published by the American Planning 
Association (APA) provides a great menu of titles, https://www.planning.org/library/greatbooks. 

●​ For a more recent list, check out “Top Urban Planning Books” by Planetizen, 
https://www.planetizen.com/books. 

 
Journals​
Peer-reviewed journals provide the current research frontier. The two flagship journals in planning are the 
Journal of the American Planning Association (JAPA) and the Journal of Planning Education and Research 
(JPER)3. 

●​ JAPA – https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/rjpa20. 
●​ JPER – https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal/journal-planning-education-and-research. 
●​ Light readings presenting JPER articles in the Substack portal: https://substack.com/@jperjournal. 

 
Magazines, portals, and podcasts​
Magazines, online portals, and podcasts provide current practice, policy, and practitioner-oriented insights that 

3 Fang, L., & Ewing, R. (2020). Tracking our footsteps: Thirty years of publication in JAPA, JPER, and JPL. Journal of the 
American Planning Association, 86(4), 470-480. 
Goldstein, H., & Maier, G. (2010). The use and valuation of journals in planning scholarship: Peer assessment versus 
impact factors. Journal of Planning Education and Research, 30(1), 66-75. 
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go beyond academic research, helping you stay connected to evolving debates and emerging issues in the 
planning field. 

●​ Planning magazine – https://www.planning.org/planning. 
●​ Planetizen – A widely used portal for news, blogs, jobs, and commentary in planning. 

https://www.planetizen.com. 
●​ Podcasts: Try a few podcasts from a list of “80 Best Urban Planning Podcasts,”  

https://podcast.feedspot.com/urban_planning_podcasts. 
 
7.2. Rowan University Resources 
These are institutional supports available within our university for you as graduate students. Make sure you 
bookmark them and check in periodically. 

●​ Graduate Student Policies – Please read Rowan University Graduate & Post-Baccalaureate Student 
Policies, published by the Graduate School. 
https://sites.rowan.edu/student-success/_docs/gac-policy-guide.pdf. For additional policies, please visit 
https://sites.rowan.edu/sgs/for-current-students/academic-policies-guidelines-and-forms.html. 

●​ Student Clubs – Stay connected with the Rowan University Student Planning Organization (RUSPO) 
and participate in their programs and field trips whenever possible. Although RUSPO is primarily an 
undergraduate club, graduate planning students are warmly welcomed. In addition, Rowan offers many 
graduate-level clubs that provide excellent opportunities to engage with peers, develop leadership skills, 
and expand your professional network. 

●​ Graduate School Programs – The School of Graduate Studies (SGS) hosts many workshops and events 
that offer professional development, enrichment, and community building. 
https://sites.rowan.edu/sgs/sgs_workshops_events.html. Please subscribe to the SGS newsletter. 

●​ Graduate Student Services – Students can contact Graduate Student Services with logistical matters, 
such as setting up their Banner ID, email account, university ID card, and access to the course 
registration portal. Students are also signed up for RowanNEXT, which also provides resource info.  
(RowanNEXT is located in Canvas).  

●​ International Students – If you are an international student, please stay in regular contact with the 
International Admissions Office and the International Center to stay up-to-date with F-1 visa and 
immigration laws, employment authorization, and available support. 

 
7.3. Career & Networking 
Planning is a network-rich field. These resources help you build professional visibility, find job leads, and 
connect with associations and meetings. 

●​ LinkedIn Group – Join our private group, Rowan University "Planning" Network (Students, Alumni, & 
Friends), to be connected with other students and alumni. 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13189024. Please send a request to join. 

●​ Job boards – Check out job postings from the American Planning Association (APA) and its state 
chapters to become familiar with current planning opportunities, typical qualifications, responsibilities, 
and salary ranges. 

○​ National APA job board: https://www.planning.org/jobs/search/ 
○​ APA-NJ chapter job board: https://njplanning.org/job-listings. 
○​ APA-PA chapter job board: https://planningpa.org/resources/job-postings/ 
○​ APA-NY Metro Chapter job board: https://www.nyplanning.org/jobs-posting 
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●​ State APA chapters – Attend APA-NJ events, when possible, to benefit from local networking and 
professional development. 

●​ National APA Student Membership – Students can join the national APA at no cost, gaining access to 
publications, memberships, and national conference discounts. 
https://www.planning.org/join/students. 

●​ Emerging Planner Webinar – Attend the APA Emerging Planners NETWORK monthly webinar 
series (virtual, no cost). https://planning.org/students/webinar. 

●​ Planning conferences – Key meetings include the APA National Conference, APA-NJ Annual 
(Planning & Redevelopment) Conference, and national academic conferences such as the annual 
meeting of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP). Also consider 
geography/urban-studies gatherings like the Association of American Geographers (AAG) and Urban 
Affairs Association (UAA). 

 
7.4. Professional Preparation 
As you progress in your graduate program and begin transition to practice, these professional credentials and 
certifications are worth keeping on your radar. 

●​ AICP Exam (national) – The credential of the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) is the 
recognized professional certification in planning. 
https://www.planning.org/certification/examprep/subjectmatter. 

○​ AICP Certification Guide: 
https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/document/c73b4f0c-a434-4d62-964
9-53f0177b9372One-Path-Certification-Guide-Fall-2025.pdf. 

○​ Take the AICP Certification Exam, https://www.planning.org/certification/exam/#tips. 
○​ AICP exam review YouTube playlist: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkJS6K2gVg4IGSzYm_M54aS1u-XpIhKHF. 
●​ NJ Planning Exams (state) – To become a certified licensed Professional Planner (PP) or 

Planner-in-Training (PIT) in New Jersey, one must submit an application meeting certain education 
and experience requirements, and pass both the NJ Planning Law Exam, commonly referred to as the 
PP Exam, in addition to the AICP Exam. https://njplanning.org/nj-professional-planners. 

●​ LEED ND Certification – The U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) “Leadership in Energy & 
Environmental Design for Neighborhood Development” (LEED ND) is a certification for sustainable 
neighborhood planning and design. Studying toward it can enhance your credentials in sustainable and 
smart-growth planning. https://www.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/neighborhood-development.   
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