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1. MURP Program Overview

1.1. Program Information

Urban and Regional Planning (planning) is a collaborative and dynamic field that helps determine how
communities will grow and adjust to change. It identifies current problems, analyzes trends, engages community
members in dialogue about goals and issues, and sets the framework for growth and change. Planning
professionals help government officials and citizens create communities that offer better choices of where and
how people work and live. A plan can be developed in a variety of forms, e.g., a community vision and goals,
community action, policy recommendations, regulatory and incentive strategies, historic preservation,
redevelopment, smart growth, economic development, and disaster preparedness.

The M.S. in Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) program at Rowan University provides students with a
pathway into a growing profession that directly impacts the development of communities. Planners are problem
solvers who utilize a variety of skill sets to help communities, from the smallest towns and neighborhoods to the
largest cities and regions. Our curriculum is aligned with national planning education standards, providing core
skills in environmental and sustainability planning, research and communication methods, law & justice, food
systems planning, digital mapping and spatial analysis using GIS, and environmental studies. Combining theory,
case studies, and applied skill-building enables our students to ask the right questions, analyze problems, and
contribute to the solutions that are needed in countless communities in New Jersey and across the country.

1.2. Contact Information

Program Director*

Mahbubur Meenar, Ph.D. (he/him)

Associate Professor, Geography, Planning, and Sustainability
Discovery Hall, Room 126 | meenar@rowan.edu

*Please contact the program director for academic advising.

Program and Student Services Advisor**
Talia Musero, MA, CCSP (she/her)

Graduate Student Services | musero@rowan.edu | Globalstudent@rowan.edu

**After you have matriculated, please contact Graduate Student Services (GSS) for assistance with
course registration, connecting fo campus resources, clarifying program requirements, and connecting
with your academic advisor or other university offices to ensure you feel informed and supported
throughout your studies.

Additional Points of Contact***
Zachary Christman, Ph.D. (he/him)
Department Chair and Professor, Geography, Planning, and Sustainability

Discovery Hall, Room 223 | christmanz@rowan.edu

***Please contact the department chair if you cannot reach the program director.



