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A. Questions About the Program 

 
 
1. Is the MS in Urban & Regional Planning a thesis-track program? 
No. This is a professional master’s degree, not a thesis-track program. There is no thesis requirement, and 
students do not need to secure a faculty supervisor before applying or enrolling. 
 
2. What does the admissions process look like? 
Once an applicant submits their full application, including all required documents, the application packet is sent 
to our department. A committee of 4–5 full-time planning faculty reviews the materials and makes the final 
decision to admit or deny. Admission requirements and the application portal are here: 
https://global.rowan.edu/programs/ms-in-urban-and-regional-planning.html  
 
3. Is the program accredited by the Planning Accreditation Board (PAB)? 
The program is not yet accredited by the PAB. Because the program launched in 2020, we must graduate 25 
students before applying for accreditation. However: 

●​ The program is fully approved by the State of New Jersey and Rowan University 
●​ Rowan University is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education 
●​ The primary difference for students is a one-year delay for AICP eligibility 
●​ We expect to pursue accreditation once we meet eligibility requirements. 

 
4. Do I need to contact faculty before applying? 
No. Because there is no thesis requirement, applicants do not need to arrange a supervisor before admission. 
 
5. Can prospective students meet with faculty to learn more? 
Yes. Prospective students may contact the program director or others to learn more about the curriculum and 
program expectations. Faculty cannot guarantee or discuss funding if no current opportunities exist at that time. 
 
6. How many credits can I transfer if I already hold a master’s degree or have completed graduate 
coursework elsewhere? 
Students who have completed graduate credits elsewhere prior to being admitted to the MURP may request to 
transfer up to 12 graduate credits into the program. All transfer requests must be submitted to the MURP 
Program Director and must follow the policies outlined in the Graduate Program Handbook, including course 
eligibility and documentation requirements. 
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B. Questions About Tuition, Fees, and Costs 
 

 
7. What is the tuition and total cost of the program? 
The program requires 46 credits. The most current tuition rates are posted here: 
https://sites.rowan.edu/bursar/tuitionfees.  
 
Importantly, international students at Rowan pay the same rate as in-state students. This is a major difference 
from many U.S. universities, where international students pay out-of-state tuition. 
 
8. Are there additional fees (health insurance, student fees, etc.)? 
Yes. Students should review the bursar’s website for current fee information: 
https://sites.rowan.edu/bursar/tuitionfees.  
 
9. Does the program provide tuition waivers? 
There is no standard mechanism for tuition waivers. Also, research assistantships offered by faculty members 
typically do not always include tuition support. Most funded positions are hourly or stipend-based only. 
 
C. Questions About Funding, Scholarships, Employment, and Assistantships 

 
 
10. Does the department offer teaching assistantships or guaranteed scholarships? 
No. The department does not offer teaching assistantships. We do not have guaranteed scholarships or funding 
for new students. There is no standard financial aid package offered upon admission. 
 
Students who need guaranteed funding before enrolling should be aware that this program may not be a suitable 
match at this time. 
 
11. Are research assistantships available? 
Possibly, but they are not guaranteed and not department-managed. Research assistantships are offered only by 
individual faculty who receive external funding.  

●​ These positions are usually awarded to current students.  
●​ Hiring is competitive and often includes an application and/or interview.  
●​ Most positions do not include a tuition waiver.  
●​ Students may also pursue assistantships in other Rowan departments if eligible. 
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12. Is financial aid available? 
Graduate financial aid details are here: https://sites.rowan.edu/financial-aid. Students can also schedule a 
meeting with a financial aid advisor to explore loans or work opportunities. 
 
13. Can international applicants request an application fee waiver? 
Yes. There is no automatic waiver, but international applicants may request one by contacting their assigned 
international admissions counselor (assigned during the application process), or emailing: 
nternational@rowan.edu  with a brief explanation for the request. 
 
D. Questions from Students Who Have Been Admitted 

 
 
14. What should international students do after they are admitted? 
Admitted international students work directly with the Rowan International Center for I-20 issuance and 
enrollment steps:  
Email: rowanic@rowan.edu 
Phone: +1 (856) 256-4292 
Next steps: https://go.rowan.edu/newint.  
 
15. Is housing available for graduate students? 
Yes. Housing options and application information are here: https://sites.rowan.edu/housing/housing-options.  
 
Questions may be directed to Residential Learning & University Housing: 
https://sites.rowan.edu/housing/about/contact-us-page.html.  
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